Ownership of Culverts 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Responsibility for the maintenance of any culverted watercourse usually lies with the ‘riparian owner’. However, some culverts under roads may be the responsibility of the relevant Highway Authority, or other body, for historic reasons. It should be noted that, there generally exists no duty on the Highway Authority to adopt culverts. Where the ownership of a watercourse culvert cannot be established, then it is assumed to be the responsibility of the riparian owner. Many private companies have rights to place other types of culvert in the highway, carrying pipes or cables, for example. These culverts generally remain the responsibility of the owner. The County Council maintains an inventory of culverts in or under the public highway, together with ownership details.


